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L YOV ARE EXPECTING L
HAS ARRIVED 1
' e

L _'\“\y S
{ HAVE A SEAT, %

YOUNG LADY,
DO NOT SVST

A
STAND THERE! il




ot Nl M WHAT S n

r - YOUR NAME?
*EI - \xl___..—-"'/]
el
Y oo

PEYRON&_._«/I
ARE YOU? | 1 = o
T/ | AM Gome?\ -

| BE29 YEARS OID, |
oy ON JUNE 20.  /

Yo
1§."h'_.-ﬁ 'I'.#
AN

| S

SEXTIVS HOTEL,
SUNE 4959.

8

" WHAT 1S YOUR
RELIGION?

CATHOLIC.

/ You sHALL CONTINUE
L 1O PRACTICE YOUR
RELIGION!

X

3 ORIGINALLY FROM
| ALGERIiA.. FOUR GENERATIONS
OF MY FAMILY WERE
BORN THERE...

WHAT HAVE
YOu BEEN DOING




UNFORTUNATELY,
| DID NOT GET AN EDUCATION, NETTHER
DID | LEARN ANY TRADE. I'VE KEPT MYSELF
BUSY WiTh SOME CHARITY WORK iN MY
VILAGE. | USED TO BE A COACH iN
SUMMER CAMP FOR THE RED CROSS...

How NIiCE 1S THAT,

| MiSS! HAVING MYSELF FALLEN
BACK INTO CHILDHOOD, YOU ARE
EXACTLY WHO | NEED!

g WEW..
| Wikl THINK ABOUT ...

YES, AND TO RECONCILE
THE TWO, | BECAME A NANNY
AND, With THE FAMILIES OF THE BABIES
| TOOK CARE OF, | HAVE TRAVELED AROUND...

| Wik CAUL YOU iN A |
COUPLE OF DAYS, o

| HAVE A FEELING |
AM GOING TO GET ALONG

VST FNE With THIS !
YOG LADY! -




| FiND MYSELF ALONE iN THE
LOBBY OF THiS GRAND HOTEL,
STk NOT REALIZING THAT AT
THIS VERY MOMENT, | HAVE S0ST
TAKEN WHAT iS5 MOST PROBABLY THE
BIGGEST TURNING POINT iIN MY LiFE!

INDEED, I'VE SUST MET TS
AMAZING WOMAN, PHILOSOPHER,
ORIENTALIST, EXPLORER...

| .. THIS AUTHENTIC PARISIAN, FIRST WHITE
WOMAN WHO, iN 1924, WAS ABLE 1O ENTER

LHASA, THE CAPITAL OF TIBET, FORBIPDEN
1O AlL FOREIGNERS AT THE TIME.

HAVEN'T | BEEN ENTRANCED? NOT BY
THIS TIBET | NEVER HEARD OF, BUT BY
THIS LIVING LEGEND WOMAN | VIRTDALLY

KNOW NOTHING ABOUT®...

ALEXANDRA
| DAVID-NEEL !




HELLO, MiSS
T PEYRONNET?

MADAM ALEXANDRA
DAVID-NEEL S
URGENTLY ASKING

HOMM AL RIGHT. i
| PLEASE TEW MADAM DAVID-
NEEL I'lL BE THERE iN
FIVE MINOTES!

w '."—-—'T"--.._“
' ﬁNAH«Y,R

ARE HERE!

DO NOT LEAVE ME, MY CHILD! | AM
GOING TO DIE ANY MINOTE, L. I'M
FEELING VERY ill...

| MAY ONLY HAVE ABOUT
, WO HOURS LEFT..




PLEASE ALOW ME 1O GO TO MY

HOW COULD |, HAVING NO OTHER AiM iN SISTER’S TO PICK VP SOME THINGS.
LIFE THAN TO PROVIDE MY HELP TO THOSE
AROUND ME, ABANDON A WOMAN WHO 15
OVER 90 YEARS OLP AND WHO, MOREOVER,
i5 GOING TO DIE iN THE COMING HOVRS?

I'W BE BACK iN TEN MINUTES!

SEE, | AM NOT
d b AN ONGRATEFL

|
& :
7 YOU CAN COUNT ON ME,
MADAM, | Wil SPEND THE
"“t NIGHT wWith YOU!
-
e}
- -
q"-.,_,h_ b __,_,.,-F'}
o e J}s
[
1
AND NOW, WitHOBT
A SAYING GOODBYE OR
iy " WHERE I’'M GOING, I'M
| . LEAVING MY FAMILY... .
i i i S

b 1T (S ST SUNE 17, 1959. IT is SiX
O’CLOCK iN THE EVENING AND | AM
MAKING A “SOLEMN” ENTRANCE INTO

N ENTRANCE W = A L staving
ALEXANDRA DAVID-NEEL'S LIFE! 7 Wi

SEXTIVS, SUST

WEWL,
THAT'S WHAT
| THOUGHT...




. s . . : 5 9 P.M: SHE HAS A GREAT APPETITE AND,
7 P.M: ALEXANDRA DAVID-NEEL iSNTT DEAD... 3 P.M: SHE iS5 STiU ALIVE... CLEARLY, DIGESTS VERY EASILY...

B e

10 P.M: SHE LOOKS YOUNGER AND HER “BED” iS AN ARMCHAIR COVERED
DEFINITELY NOT DYiNG! WiTh A SHEET. 115 FOLDS MUST BE
- v — VIKE TS AND NOT LIKE THAT...

ON THE FLOOR, A STRAW MAT ON wWHICH A
COSHION iS PLACED, COVERED With THE CANVAS
OF HER CAMP TENTS, TO LAY HER FEET..

THERE, ANOTHER SMAUL CUOSHION MADE

OF VARIOUS RAGGED PIECES OF CLOTH,

STUFFED iN A SMALL COVER OF CHINESE
EMBROIDERY, TO LAY HER HEAD...

14



NO, NOT THAT FOR i i5 INDEED ABOUT OBEYING 1 Now THaT THE
SO, e e, MEXANDRA’S COMMANDS WHO, LIKE A ARMCHAIR 15 SET 0P,
: : CONDUCTOR DIRECTS HER MUSICIANS, THE PEDSIDE TABLE...

COMMANDS MY EVERY MOVEMENT!

MADAM,
PLEASE EXCUSE
ME, | AM NOT USED
10 THiS YET!

."

DEFINITELY NOT! | AM NOT USED TO iT! FOR
THE FiRST TIiME iN MY LIFE HAVE | BEEN
“TASKED” TO MAKE A BED iN THIS MANNER...

.. HER DEEPEST THOUGHTS, @ . PESIDE THE BEDSIDE TAPLE, A CHAIR
THE ONES SHE DOESN'T with BOOKS ON 1T, AS WEW AS THE LAST
SHARE With ANYONE... o8 PAGES WRITTEN DURING THE DAY AND ALSO

. e, BLANK SHEETS, iN CASE INSPIRATION

STRIKES HER DURING THE NiGHT.

THE PENCILS...

THEN, A WOODEN
RULER wHiCH | wilk
TALK MORE ABOUT

iN DUE TIME...

A LITTLE FURTHER, A SMALL
DIARY ON wHiCH SHE WRITES
HER PENDING MAILS, THE ONES

COMPLETED, AND ALSO...

ALEXANDRA HAS NEVER HAD FIXED HOURS FOR
WORKING, NOR FOR EATING OR SLEEPING...

“DAY? NIGHT? WHAT
DOES iT MEAN? THOSE
ARE 05T WORDS,”
SHE SAID..




SONE 20, ALEXANDRA DAVID-NEEL 1S iN ALEXANDRA WANTS TO KNOW AS MUCH EVEN iF | THINK THAT | HAVE FOUND SOME
GREAT SHAPE AND, FOR THREE mvs,‘ | Ve AS POSSIBLE APOUT ME, MY FAMILY, HINT OF AN ANSWER, | AM STill WONDERING:
BEEN SUBSECTED 10 THE MOST INTENSE MY FATHER AND MY MOTHER, MY MOST wWHY ME?
EXAMINATION, A REAL DEWGE OF QUESTIONS PISTART ORIGINS, MY CONNECTIONS, IN
WHICH | CAN'T AVOID ANSWERING! SHORT... ABSOWTELY EVERYTHING!

P | l,'."l
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WE ARE LEAVING FOR
DIGNE N TWO DAYS. MY
VillA S SPLENDID, YOU Wilk
LOVE T THERE! BUT WE
HAVE TO PACK MY BAGS AND,
BELIEVE ME, 1T S
NO EASY TASK!

DURING AL THIS TIME, | KEPT ASKING MYSELF. WwiY AL THESE
QUESTIONS? WHAT (S SHE LOOKING FOR? AND ABOVE AlL, WHY HAS
ALEXANDRA DAVID-NEEL SET HER SIGHT ON ME?

= T
et

AND, INDEED, | REMEMBER THOSE TWO
LONG DAYS OF PiLiNG UP TIBETAN
FUR-LINED DRESSES, CHINESE
8K DRESSES, MANDSCRIPTS, AND
NEWSPAPERS. A TRUE NiGHTMARE!

1

AS | WAS LOADING THE TAXI With THESE UNUSUAL G
“PIECES OF WGGAGE,” | SWORE THAT | Wilk NEVER BE [___Nameh
CAUGHT DOING THAT AGAIN: WHATEVER HAPPENS, NEVER |2
AGAIN Will | MOVE Wi ALEXANDRA DAVID-NEEL!

With THE DTMOST RESPECT AND AFFECTION |
HAVE FOR THE WOMAN WHO Will BE MORE THAN
A MOTHER AND A GURD TO ME, MAY | ADD THAT
SHE 5 CERTAINLY THE MOST DIFFICULT “PIECE

OF WGGAGE” 1O FiT iN!




] EVERYTHING iS NOW GOING WONDERFUOWY WEW: THiS IS P 28 =
A SPLENDID DAY AND THERE | AM ON MY WAY TO DIiGNE, !
WHERE MADAM’S SUMPTOOUS ViLLA AWAITS ME, WiTh iTS R P i
ROSE GARDEN AND (TS THREE PATIOS FROM WHERE | 1 47 . -
Wil CONTEMPLATE THE BEAUTIFUL SUNSETS... F i

o

- J -
T Xds * e =
A you wi : R I‘- -
NEVER HAVE  #» = PRy R e
P OUR HEART... wy 3 . *
e = - R | AM DRIVING NOT FAR FROM MR. BELWON'S
TE T R Al TAXT AND | AM TAKING MYSELF FOR FANGIO AT
it . . . = & | THE WHEEL OF ALEXANDRA’S RENAULT 4CV!
] B AT i s
- A
=
i - "~ : 1
. 1 A e 8- i =3 4 o
% :‘I- Y -0 OF :
Mg, ; | AND AL ALONG THE
B WAY, | AM SINGING!
By

| AM SINGING THE REPERTOIRE THAT WE | | ! AM DRIVING THROUGH MANOSQUE SINGING
USED TO SING AT SUMMER CAMP. | AM : ALOUD THE MARCH OF THE FOREIGN LEGION.
CROSSING THE MIRABEAV BRIDGE 1O

THE TUNE OF AFRICAN SONGS.

" "

#

... BEAT THE DROMS, TO OUR *
LOVED ONES, TO THE COUNTRY,
1O THE HOMELAND, DYING FAR AWAY,

IT 5 FOR  THE AFRICANS!

_TIENS,
VOiLA D BOUDIN,
VOiLA DO
BOWDIN.. ™=

.. AND | AM REACHING DIGNE,
ALMOST VOICELESS, GLORIFYING
LA MARSEIUAISE!

IS MY SUBCONSCIOVS
AWARE THAT THIS (S THE
LAST DAY | AM SINGING?

AS THE DAY OF GLORY,
FOR ME, iS5 TAR FROM

HAVING ARRIVED!
MOTHERLAAAND, THE DAY = b lat i el Tk - T
OF GLORY HAAAAS by - 1 e |




AND HERE WE ARE AT THE FERREOLS DiSTRICT.

BUT... NOT A SINGLE SOUL AROUND AND AL THE
SHUTTERS ARE CLOSED... A REAL WASTELAND!

SUDDENLY, | AM BESET BY FEAR: HAVING HEARD
OF ALEXANDRA DAVID-NEEL'S RETURN, HAVE
AL RESIDENTS RUN AWAY?

-"‘m s ¥

= 'ﬂﬁ =3 o

r
T WEW, WHAT
| i GOING ON,
FERNANDE?
TODAY S THE DAY 3O MAGAUD MARRIES
ADDY, MADAM! THEY ARE AlL iN SAINT-
SULIEN FOR THE WEDDING!

|| I'M FEELING
BETTER NOW!

1SS YR (A
| i | I TR
| -.-:“m*l:u'u'-:"-i.'h'-'-.']
.| AM RUSHING THROVGH A
THICK SUNGLE...
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SAMTEN DZONG




Thank you for reading this book

preview. We sincerely hope you

have enjoyed it. More at:
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Discovery Publisher is a multimedia publisher
whose mission is to inspire and support personal
transformation, spiritual growth and awakening.
We strive with every title to preserve the essential
wisdom of the author, spiritual teacher, thinker,
healer, and visionary artist.



“The first woman to enter Lhasa.
the heart of Forbidden Tibet.”

n 1959, the young Marie-Madeleine entered the service of a peculiar

old woman whose strong characrer has overwhelmed her most

dedicated previous t'JI:'I.]'iI]II':}"I'_"t'h. This uncharacteristic woman is none

other than Alexandra David-Néel, an explorer, philosopher, writer,
who was, in 1924, the frst Western woman to enter Lhasa, the heart of
Forbidden Tiber. In a seemingly frighttul scrapyard where the memories
of fourteen years spent in Asia are piled up, Marie-Madeleine finds herself
;1||:T:gr:{1 in the i:x:.:r:pqiun;l,] life of the Famous ;I.l:.t‘.-'t,.'hl:IITL:T.I gq:ﬂ'ng from her
conversion to Buddhism o her meeting with the Dalai Lama. Although
the old woman is as unbearable as fascinaring, a strong bond with the
voung employee will gradually develop. ..
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