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AN ENGLISH FOREWORD FOR LEARNERS

This textbook includes 17 lessons, each centering on a conversational scenario likely to be encountered by
anyone living in, studying in, or visiting China for the first time. Each lesson focuses on a single topic, such
as asking and giving directions, changing currencies, using public transportation, ordering in restaurants,
discussing the weather, renting an apartment, and asking for help with repairs.

The dialogues presented in each lesson are accompanied by detailed notes on grammar and usage,
supplementary information, and exercises. Together, they follow the story of an overseas student, Emily,
through the course of her time in China, each lesson building on the one preceding it to provide increasingly
sophisticated conversations and increasingly complex language instruction.

The Chinese text was compiled within Shenzhen University’s College of International Exchange by
associate professor Liu Huijun. The English translation was written by a native speaker from the United
States in collaboration with Professor Liu.

This textbook is the second volume of the Chinese Without Tears series. It is recommended for intermediate

beginners, either those who have studied Chinese Without Tears for Beginners or with one semester’s study
in Mandarin Chinese program or those with equivalent experience (in part-time courses or through self-
study). Both a thorough knowledge of Pinyin (#fF) and a rudimentary knowledge of Hanzi (7 ‘") are
recommended for learners studying this textbook.

Lessons are divided into the following sections:

1. A text of the lesson’s dialogue, in both Chinese and English, is accompanied by a
video recording. All dialogues include the real-life, up-to-date language used in
daily life, language that learners can hear and use every day.

2. A series of comprehension questions aids learners in determining whether they ~
understand all of the important parts of the dialogue

3. A list of vocabulary shows new words first in their smallest meaningful parts, @
then as presented in the dialogues. New vocabulary items number 700 over all 17
lessons.

4. Word Usage sections explain the target vocabulary’s grammatical and colloquial -,
usage in detail and illustrate ideas with sample sentences (including commonly @
made errors). In addition, “Distinguish” sections in many lessons focus on words
and structures with easily confused meanings, uses, or connotations and highlight
differences with detailed explanations and multiple examples.

5. Chinese Knowledge sections provide additional insight into the formation and
grammar of the language.

6. Cultural Tips and Tips for Daily Life provide information on customs and common
problems in mainland China, helping learners avoid common problems while
getting the most out of living in China.

7. Supplementary Terms and Supplementary Information sections provide learners
with the words and knowledge they need to discuss topics in greater depth.

8. A variety of exercises reinforces the vocabulary and grammar covered in each
lesson. Discussion, performance and role-playing activities give level-appropriate
speaking and interaction opportunities to those studying in classroom settings or
with friends or co-workers.

The 17 lessons together present a full course of spoken Chinese for beginners. In a classroom setting,
each lesson should require approximately 4-6 class hours. The lessons are arranged in order of increasing
difficulty. Successful study of all 17 lessons should prepare most learners for study at an advanced beginner
level.

Notes on the English translation: the translation of this text into English follows two simple principles:

1. For the dialogues, the English translation closely follows the original Chinese text. Whenever it
was possible to do so without interfering with meaning, the original language’s word order and
choices have been closely reflected in the English version. It is hoped this will make remembering
the dialogues easier for learners.

2. In all other sections, translations have been kept as clear and simple as possible, avoiding
specialized linguistic and grammatical terms except where unavoidable. The Chinese characters
discussed in each note are left intact in order to avoid potential confusion between English and
Chinese usage.
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i BELLEY
LESSON 1 WHAT IS THIS?

In this lesson we will study the following:

1. How to ask questions about objects and name common
writing materials;

2. Explanation of the following words:

X, &, A4l AR AL Ao B ECR)

— . BRI e TexT

(fE#(% * Ina classroom)

XA
INTA
2 What is this?

XA,
I This is a book.

AL, o
What (kind of) book is this?

qp, SRET.
*  This is a Chinese textbook.

Pl 5§ /s
&I What is that?

HrEA519
I That is a book bag.

iy, PREAIA?
" What is inside the book bag?

>fri>fo> 820>
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qpep, BEEAATRELS,

There are a notebook and a pencil case inside the bookbag.

bo J 5

i EREANA?

What is inside the pencil case?

']

) FY

q, BREATERILL.

There are a writing utensil and an eraser inside the pencil case.

i O ¥

This is what kind of writing utensil?

)

g, LHEEE.

This is a mechanical pencil.

b ) BX

2 PRA H ] g ?

Do you have an electronic dictionary?

)

o N Y

qep, R TEN, RAETAL

I do not have an electronic dictionary. I have a cellular phone.

g, LB

Does the cellular phone have a dictionary?

)

NG

8o

It does.
i T HRHERSC RS ) B e ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ACCORDING TO THE TEXT

1. WP ? (Does Tian Zhong have a book bag?)

rd
2. PAHEAI4? (Whatis inside the book bag?)

rd
3. RBP4 ? (What is inside the pencil case?)

rd
4. WA PEETE? (Does Tian Zhong have a Chinese book?)

rd

Discovery Publisher Chinese Without Tears, Intermediate Level « 2



5. MY HBE%EMS? (Does Tian Zhong have a mechanical pencil?)

e

6. A H IR 805 ? (Does Tian Zhong have an electronic dictionary?)

{ = . 41d * VocABULARY

1 X zhe R this

2 B2 shi )| to be (am, are, is, was, were,etc.

3 M4 shén me R what

4 AF 741 i at, on, in

5 = jido shi 4 class room

6 & ldo shi 4 teacher, instructor

7 P shi 4 book

8 Wik han yu 4 Chinese (language)

9 nd R that

10 £ bao % bag

11 Ay shii bado % book bag

12 H 11 4 inside, interior

13 you )| to have, to possess

14 AT bén zi 42, notebook

15 A hé % and [see explanation below]

16 % bi %, writing utensil (pen, pencil, brush,
etc.)

17 48 dai % bag

18 48 bi dai % pencil case

19 B xidang pi 4 eraser

20 HE 21 dong autor.natic, automated; (here) me-
chanical

21 % gian bi 4 pencil ¥2 1 E ZNHHE

22 PR ni R you (singular)

23 T dian zi 42, electronic

24 a] i ci didan # dictionary 3% fiNFE A4

25 Mg ma B particle, used to indicate questions

26 Ik wo R I, me

YA RE D méi (you) .l (here) forms the n'egative of a verb
[See also explanation below]

28 FHl shoéu j1 42, cellular phone, mobile phone




L ALK Proper Names

29 [ tidan zhong A person's name

30 Z o mai ke A person's name: Michael

31 KB da wei A person's name: David

32 & wdang A Chinese family name: Wang
{Eﬂ\ﬁ%%%‘MMmmME —3

() L EKRSAr
FEDLR, X7 HRDRRS . AU LALLM AR o
In Chinese, JX is often used to indicate objects or people relatively close to the speaker.
Biltr: 13X F 200,
2. IXAZTFHL
3. I H
FAIki&E ) © Make your own sentence

(D) KRR |
R EDUET RIS, T USRS G B L TS
LTEUE T4, BEEMERKRNEN.

In Chinese, /- is a linking verb, often used to link people to their statuses, titles, or positions. It is

also frequently used to link objects or matters to those categories to which they belong.
it 1.
2. ,f ] ,ﬁ»
&&E¢lko
FAIKiER) » Make your own sentence

() XRAA? |
TEIXH,  “Aa” FoRktinl. HRWRSEY), WHT W ARERS . S0 s GF: Y
EYIES

Here, 114 signals a question. It is used to ask to which category, status, position, etc. a person,

object or matter belongs.
fgm: 1A R4
B: IXHEADs
2.0 XEATAE?

Discovery Publisher Chinese Without Tears, Intermediate Level « 4



[ ivi

B: X% TE,
3.A: fRIAT ALY
B: Fnyzz .
FeArlkiEf) » Make your own sentence

e
L AD L R A2
FEDGES, 87 & X AR, HRREE R AU EEGZ AR .
In Chinese, /I is the opposite of 1X (above) and is used to indicate objects or people relatively
distant from the speaker.
Bl 1R Z 5
2. Wi o
3. AT .
FAIRIER) © Make your own sentence
e
D) L BaRAA? }
FEDGEF,  “7 WHERF R, 9. RANER. Fekle “B’a7 .
In Chinese, ] is used to indicate either existence or possession. Its negative form is 3 1.
@t 1. A FH.
2. TZINH—1J)L¥F. (Teacher Wang has one son.)
FeArlkiEf) » Make your own sentence
e

|

OGN . BEEEATHESR
XL, A7 R TR R, TR sl s MR I FI s . A

I IERA) T

Here, 5FD is used to connect items in a list. It is not used to connect sentences.
fBlan: 1. BEBAZIMAAEE,
2. FA F-HUAIHL - 1a] L

FeArlkitif) » Make your own sentence

'

B L R T 2 }
DB, R EI <07 o AR B PO A TN L <0 L

T Pt “m” 5 LA AR o

5 « Chinese Without Tears, Intermediate Level
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Here,"S is placed at the end of declarative sentences to change them to yes-or-no questions.
flhn: 1. fRE 2 ?
2. BRI A1 2
3. AR FHL?
FAIRiER) » Make your own sentence

{ g . FH }
Eﬁ%, “ ?&ﬁ ” 7% “ﬁ” E@é%ﬂéﬁ, I%Z;j]iﬂo Diﬂgl:':l‘[ﬁf‘l%u'ﬂg “:&» . %&I‘,
“W ) 7 MR TR R A DR R, R,

Here, {1 is a verb and is the negative form of 11. ¥, 11 can also be used as an auxiliary to indicate

either that an action has occurred or that a state has not been attained. In spoken Chinese, it is often
shortened to Y.
fign: 1. FEADEE . (Fhid)

2. WA Lek. CElAD

3. I E . CHll)D

4. HHEZ . HAED  (Pm not nervous.)

5. KM T C(HElliA])  (The clothes have not dried.)
PeArlkidif) » Make your own sentence

i' _:E N %I\?Eiﬁ,ﬁ«% * SUPPLEMENTARY WORDS

1 HLfi didnndo computer

2 FAE xuésheng student

3 h zhonggud China

4 i kongtido air conditioning

5 HAT yinhdng bank

6 KPTE tushtgudn library

7 WY shenzhéndaxué Shenzhen University

8 Xk qu to go

9 Xuéxido school

10 A kan to look, to see, to watch

Discovery Publisher
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i 7N ~ Z5>] * EXERCISES

() AP I
Write the phonetics for the following words and read each aloud.
=0
G
R
PUiE
1 954
AT

pp

%
FHl
EEN

FL i)

{ () AL R AIPCFIAZE o Sort the following characters by tone
xoof o o®" o2 B ff 4 E W R’
oA wmOE £ f "2 8

—4=

A

e
L

— =
S

Py =

{ (=) . #iAiE * Form words or phrases using the given characters }
ec Ltk
11 (A

{ (PY) | A A) © Use the words provided to form sentences }
L & B DA
2. P PEEOHm 2
3.bH A OB AT
M fH A P
5
6
7

B B mE OB of
O T S A
aE B k%




8. A & M H B

{ (f1) « FEULLE » Read aloud the names of the objects below }

PLASTIC ERASER

G A0 4 P AR B

{ (7)) ~ HINA (4HiAE) © Match the given characters to form words }
5 B wm B &
7NN [/ R~/ B S

(b AFAIRRIT R %
Use the following sentence patterns to practice dialogues.
1, eeeees o A

{(A)\E%W%ﬁ%?,ﬂ%ﬁ%i%i%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ

With your teacher’s help, practice dialogues using real objects in your classroom.

Discovery Publisher Chinese Without Tears, Intermediate Level « 8



Sl 88 WHAT IS YOUR NAME?

In this lesson we will study the following:
1. How to ask about a person’s name and nationality;
2. Explanation of the following words:

'f'lh‘%\ ‘#]F\ %\ ’@J\ 'I@‘;‘\ %’ﬁi\ D,j:k

— . BRI e TexT

(fE#(% * Ina classroom)

Sy, PRI AR A

Hello. What is your name?

. )
i, M.
y name is Tian Zhong.

S PRIEMR RN 2

What country are you from?

EE]EP: ?‘Z%E‘Z]g}\o

I am from Japan.

g, TR ARIUAR 2%

And you? What is your name?

g, RMMET

My name is Mai Ke.

P (N

What country are you from?

ol NG N S WE N SWEa

9 « Chinese Without Tears, Intermediate Level Liu Huijun




e, BREFA

I'm from the United States.

i VRIB? VR4 2527 REmpE A2

And you? What is your name? What country are you from?

')

o ) OB

PR, JREREN. EI, Boiik?
KB: My name is Da Wei. I am also from the United States. Teacher, what is
your family name?

o N AN

el £
I
Sl My family name is Wang.

»,

o, e ERI, 5l
" Oh, Teacher Wang, hello.

SE»

KB, Rl
&) Da Wei, hello!

(

{ Ty ARPERE S]] ) B« ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ACCORDING TO THE TEXT ]

1. M ZMEE AN ? (What country is Tian Zhong from?)

rd
2. i ZWFIE N ? (What country is Mai Ke from?)

rd
3. KIEWFE A ? (What country is Da Wei from?)

rd
4. ZNEAT 24?2 (What is the teacher’s family name?)

rd

Discovery Publisher Chinese Without Tears, Intermediate Level « 10



{ — . 4id * VOCABULARY

1 hdo 7 good, well

2y jidao )| to call, to be named

3 B ming zi % name; (of people) personal name
I nd 7av which, what

5 guo % country, nation

6 A rén % person, people

7 g ne 2] a particle [See explanation below]
8 1 yé | too, also

9 & nin R you (formal)

. " expensive, costly, valuable; (here

10 5 gul 7 hol:r)lorable, nobli here
11 %k xing 4 family name [See explanation]

12 o 17§ an exclamation, "Oh!"
141 * Proper Names

13 HA ri bén Japan

14 % méi guod the United States of America

Vg . ﬁliﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂiﬁ * WORD USAGE

) . R
FEIXHL, ARG NI FTHRRI A i
Here, /R 1f is a greeting.
. 1. A: fR4F!
B: fRLFf!
2. A: PRUE, IRIMATF A7

B: RAF, FMK .

FAIki&E ]« Make your own sentence

() . REBBE A
O R LR, RN BRI KR

Here, M} is used to indicate a question. It is used to ask which one of multiple possibilities is correct

or appropriate.
s 1R[] 2 oK 1L
2. MR Al HAN

11 « Chinese Without Tears, Intermediate Level Liu Huijun
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