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'The FBI’'s FOIA Library contains many files of public
interest and historical value. In compliance with the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)
requirements, some of these records are no longer in the
physical possession of the FBI, eliminating the FBI’s
capability to re-review and/or re-process this material.
Please note, that the information found in these files may
no longer reflect the current beliefs, positions, opinions, or
policies currently held by the FBI.

Some material contained in this book may contain
actions, words, or images of a graphic nature that may be
offensive and/or emotionally disturbing. This material may
not be suitable for all ages. Please view it with discretion.
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One of the more controversial topics involving Nikola Tesla is what became of many of his techni-

cal and scientific papers after he died in 1943. Just before his death at the height of World War II, he
claimed that he had perfected his so-called “death beam.” So it was natural that the FBI and other U.S.
Government agencies would be interested in any scientific ideas involving weaponry. Some were con-

cerned that Tesla’s papers might fall into the hands of the Axis powers or the Soviets.

'The morning after the inventor’s death, his nephew Sava Kosanovic hurried to his uncle’s room at the
Hotel New Yorker. He was an up-and-coming Yugoslav official with suspected connections to the com-
munist party in his country. By the time he arrived, Tesla’s body had already been removed, and Kosanovic
suspected that someone had already gone through his uncle’s effects. Technical papers were missing as
well as a black notebook he knew Tesla kept—a notebook with several hundred pages, some of which
were marked “Government.”

P. E. Foxworth, assistant director of the New York FBI office, was called in to investigate. According
to Foxworth, the government was “vitally interested” in preserving Tesla’s papers. Two days after Tesla’s
death, representatives of the Office of Alien Property went to his room at the New Yorker Hotel and
seized all his possessions.

Dr. John G. Trump, an electrical engineer with the National Defense Research Committee of the
Office of Scientific Research and Development, was called in to analyze the Tesla papers in OAP cus-
tody. Following a three-day investigation, Dr. Trump concluded:

His [Tesla’s] thoughts and efforts during at least the past 15 years were primarily of a speculative, philo-
sophical, and somewhat promotional character often concerned with the production and wireless transmis-
sion of power; but did not include new, sound, workable principles or methods for realizing such results.

Just after World War II, there was a renewed interest in beam weapons. Copies of Tesla’s papers on par-
ticle beam weaponry were sent to Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio. An operation code-named
“Project Nick”was heavily funded and placed under the command of Brigadier General L.C. Craigie to
test the feasibility of Tesla’s concept. Details of the experiments were never published, and the project
was apparently discontinued. But something peculiar happened. The copies of Tesla’s papers disappeared
and nobody knows what happened to them.

2 - THE TESLA FBI FILES THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION



In 1952, Tesla’s remaining papers and possessions were released to Sava Kosanovic and returned to
Belgrade, Yugoslavia where a museum was created in the inventor’s honor. For many years, under Tito’s
communist regime, it was extremely difficult for Western journalists and scholars to gain access to the
Tesla archive in Yugoslavia; even then they were allowed to see only selected papers. This was not the
case for Soviet scientists who came in delegations during the 1950s. Concerns increased in 1960 when
Soviet Premier Khrushchev announced to the Supreme Soviet that “a new and fantastic weapon was in
the hatching stage.”

Work on beam weapons also continued in the United States. In 1958 the Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency (DARPA) initiated a top-secret project code-named “Seesaw” at Lawrence Livermore
Laboratory to develop a charged-particle beam weapon. More than ten years and twenty-seven million
dollars later, the project was abandoned “because of the projected high costs associated with implemen-
tation as well as the formidable technical problems associated with propagating a beam through very
long ranges in the atmosphere.” Scientists associated with the project had no knowledge of Tesla’s papers.

In the late 1970s, there was fear that the Soviets may have achieved a technological breakthrough.
Some U.S. defense analysts concluded that a large beam weapon facility was under construction near the
Sino-Soviet border in Southern Russia.

'The American response to this “technological surprise” was the Strategic Defense Initiative announced
by President Ronald Reagan in 1983. Teams of government scientists were urged to “turn their great
talents now to the cause of mankind and world peace, to give us the means of rendering these nuclear
weapons impotent and obsolete.”

Today, after a half-century of research and billions of dollars of investment, the SDI program is gener-
ally considered a failure, and there is still no realistic means of defense against a nuclear missile attack.

For many years scientists and researchers have sought for Tesla’s missing papers with no apparent suc-
cess. It is conceivable that if Nikola Tesla knew a means for accurately projecting lethal beams of energy
through the atmosphere, he may have taken it to the grave with him.

'The FBI claims that despite longstanding reports and rumors, it was not involved in searching Tesla’s
effects, and it never had possession of his papers or any microfilm that may have been made of those pa-
pers. Since 1943, the FBI has told a consistent story to all who have asked. Reports to the contrary ap-
pear to be based on an initial confusion of FBI agents with other government officials—especially Alien
Property Office personnel. These rumors have long been repeated in biographies and articles on Tesla
without double-checking the facts as reported in their files.

'This book contains all files released by the FBI concerning Nikola Tesla.



LETTER TO J. E. HOOVER

2/12/1937

3 .

February 12, 1937

-
Mr. Edgar Hoover,Director, - ' - iix
Federal Bureau of Investigation, . )ﬂ

Washington, D.C, : .

My dear Mr. Hoover:

I do not know whethér or not the recent series of
air crashes on the west coast has attracted the at-
tention of your department, or whether, if investi-
gation were indicated, the Jurisdiction would be
your own. An idea as to the cause of these crashes
has occurred to me, however, and I thought it mignt
bear & bit of checking up. .

If you will check newspaper files as far back as
1934, I believe you will find that the earliest of
the unexplained ( and apparently unexplainable crash-
es) occurred about that time.

As I remember the events, it was during that year
that three small planes exploded in the air over
Texas and southwestern Kansas: and Oklahoma. These
crashes were not accounted for, either by subsequent
investigation where the plane occupants were killed
or by the experience of surviving plane occupants
in one case.

Following these tragedies there came a lapse of about i
a year, after which there occurred (likewise without '
apparent reason) the series of crashes which cost the
lives of a senator, of Knute Rockne, and a number

of others. All crashes again occurred in the South

and Southwest,

Again there was a lapse of time, this one not quite

a year, and there started the worst series of air

disasters the country has yet seen. One plane lost

in the Southwest and not yet accounted for. One plane
crashes into a mountainside within sight of its air-
port. And now the most recent incident, the falling
of & United liner into San Francisco Bay while cir-
cling its airport, preparatory jﬁ‘iaﬂdius.

REUGRUED & INDEXEDY ég ol Zé léy —(
Now in this most recent incident,':htfe%g;' iR

the radio operator at the airport fseems to me to be: - =

highly iliuminating. This operator riggfggg oft .,

buzz interrupting his communication 1 d3Bner -

-«+ @ loud roar such as produced by the worst. imagin-

able static ... then silence. The_plane_hﬁi opped —

into the bay like a plummet. . /ﬁ' : g
I NP

rils




o . 5

-
-

-Crack pilots do not suddenly become rank hams -and
bungle in handling a ship. Nor do the threce motors
(or even two) on the large airliners, stop simul-

_taneously without extremely st@fficdentl reason.

"Th ese things might happen once or even twice in
a lifetime. They do not happen six and eight times
a year. It is not logical that they should.

To digress for a moment, I recallireading an article
in a magazine a year or two ago, written by Rikola—
Tesla, the inventor. The article dealt with a new

—tfivention of Mr. Tesla's ... a giant induction coil
which would project power (high voltage) through the
atmosphere without the use of transmission wires.

Mr. Tesla devoted some space to the possible social
benefits that would result to the public should his
invention be perfected and become practical.

.I have not heard of Mr. Tesla now in two or three
years. Perhaps he has left the country. Perhaps he
is still here. He might still be working on the in-
vention described in the above-mentioned article.
It might have been stolen from him.

In any case, his views on the ideas presented by these
two unconnected subjects, would he well werth while
having. And if I had the money and the time, I should
certainly make an effort to smoke him out myself.

The thing is simply this: if one man can make an in-
strument thzt will project power through the air for
even so short a distance as 500 yards %the then-
practical limitations of Mr. Nikola's device) it is
entirely possible for another to project power for
severzl hundreds of miles. And the effect of such
uncontrolled power on metallic objects in its path
is entirely unpredictable.

Please do not think me a "crank" letter writer. I
have never before written a letter of this type to
anyone. But the idea seems to me so within the bounds
of possibility that I most sincerely feel it will
bear some practical study.

Y>
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FBI MEMORANDUM—DEATH RAY | 1/11/1943

=SS

B

2N EDGAR HOOVER 1

Mr. E.A. Tamo__
DIRECTOR c ~ - Mr. Clegg

) _ Mr. Glavin _
Fedreral SBurcau of Inurcstinatia Mr. Ladd )
United States Department of Justice Mr. Nichols____
c s Mr. Rosen_______
WMashingtan, 9. . . Mr. Tracy
3 BIS Mr. Carson
Jenuary 11, 1942 Mr. Coffey

Mr. Hendoa______

. 9/4 - Mr, Kramer
MEMORANDUM FOR . LDD' * Mr.McGuire

j Mr. Harbo
RE:  UWTNOR STRT 0 p A Mr. Quinn Tamm_
FENTS AMT) C 9gwARCY Tele. Room

CF NIXCL: “5SL& (Dcceosed) Mr. Nease
REFIOW oL - B ) Miss Beahm

In a teletyve- from the New York (f7ice deted Jamuary 9, 1543,
tie Bureav's edvice is ‘requssted anm to what artion thould be taiven in -
conrection with tRic maiter. Tt is %o be noted that Tecla died Janvary 7, 124%&,
and resider2d et the Jotel New Yerker, He wes one of the world's outstanding
scientists iz the ¢ Jical field end has been ccnducting many experimerts
in connection witl wireless trensmission of elentrical power end wnet is
cormonly referrefi to es “re "Death Rey".

Sevel iiosanovich, a distest relative intensely disliked by Tesla, is
tazing eteps to get rossession pf these important documents and plans, Knsenovish
on Junuar: 7, 1945, with Georfaic_ark, in charge of the luseum and Livoretcry for
2CK, erd Kenreth\Swezey of Brookl-m, Wew Yorl:, entered Tecla's rooms ip *ne Intel
New Yorker and, with tbe rid of a locksrith, broke into = ssf= contalining some

of Tesla's valuahble papers, includirg iznrortant electrical formulce, decigns,
+ cet /7:-
et cetere, Q/L’\

Tesla is reported to have completed ard perfected his experiments in
the redio transmission of electriceal power and to have conceived ord drsigned
e revolutionary type.of torredo not presently in vse by eny nation, It is
reported that Yosenovich mey nossibly meke this material availeble to the ensny.

ACTION:

I called *r. Donegar of the New York Office et 12:30 F.M, and poin‘ed
cut the epnerent burglary viclation on .the pari of Kosenovich., I told him thiz
metter should be discreetly discussed with the State's Attorrey in Mew York City
with a view to locating Fozenovich and anprechending hin on a burglary charre in
order to detercine the nature'of “he naterial he took fronm Tesla's sefe. I
peinted cut the necsssity for the State's Attorney keeping an action most sscret
in view of the highly confidential neturs of the :lars involved, I also su;zested
that the New York Office contect tne Surrogete Court ir order that Tesla's effacte
as well as the contents of his safety deposit boxes might not be entered without

the presence of a Bureau Agent in order that we may endeavor tc preserve ks <

secrecy of any plens or items essentiel to thg copduc g‘ wern prd o retioral
VICTORY| security. : _AT -
B I
1943

n




1/21/1943 LETTER TO FBI-EXPERIEMENTS AND RESEARCH OF NIKOLA TESLA

QD

65 #7753~/ e
M pspus January 21, 1943
-'“ ° ;
) N -
f) BAC, New York Re; UNKNONN BUBJECTS) SAVA KOSANOVICH;-
. EXPERIMENTS AID nsmm! or IIKOIA TESIA (Dsocsased)
717 Dear Biry ESPIONAGE (). . ¢

wcmuundatoahhtmutdm9, 1943, froa the 1o)
¥ow York Field Office and to a phone oconversation between Mr, J. B. Little S

i of the Bureau and Assistant Speom Agmtumrglnomm on January 11,

3 1943.

It was pointed oub U". Ponegan that SIn xonnorlch, Osarge
Clark and Xenneth Swesey may hete cornitied 8 durglary violation by entering
Tesla's rocas after his desth end pertieulasly by using a locksmith to get
into & safe containing sams ‘ Tesla's walmable papers, ¥Mr. Donsgan was
advised this matter should be Aiscreedly discussed with the State!s Attormey,
New York City, with a visw te locating Kosanovich and apprehending him on a
burglary charge, in ordsr to sscertain the mature of the materiazl taken from
the safe of Nikola Tesla, It was also suggested that the New York Office
contact the Surrogate Court, in order that Tesla's effects, as well as the
contents of his safety deposit boxes, might not be entered without the presencs
of an Agent, in order that the secrecy ef any plans or items essential to
the coxduct of the war or mational seourity might be preserved. It was stated
that Xosanovich might possibly make certain meterial available to the enexy.

Y

A review of the Bureau files reveals considerable information concern-
ing Kikola Tesla and his inventions and it should be noted t hat ons Nicola
Tesla, who might have been identiosl with Nikols Tesla, made a speech at the
GrangejHall, Springfield, Massechusetts, on J'nno 4y 19&, i:d& the auspioces
of the s of SBoviet Russia,
dr. Tolson_____ ° < _ N
Sr.E. A. Tamm_ 4 purtpar eppears that Sava Kosanovieh mey bo’ﬁcntml with an
Mr. Clecfndividua) of the 2ame name, who is a member of the IugoxlyviaR Govermmsat_
dr. Glavip gxile, An examination—of Les roveals tha{ Wehgata-bsanovich, "%
Mr. Laddgqgopibed @ . mtﬁ»fwn 8r< suB‘pfv arrived with other Yugosievian Government :
“r. Nichghrioiale m m-ro L;gghﬁ on Septuzber £, 19415 on the 53 City of 05
«1r." RoseExgier s Pritith hip, Tomn en route to thd Urited Fingdom. wis o
‘Mr. Tl‘l”‘uh_.n;‘m ‘nd %ﬁd‘u “_‘4‘30'3“&:' ')) 2
Mr. Carson k :
‘Mr. Colfey In another instance the of Sava X{ '‘Kosanovich appears on the
Mr. Pen"ﬂbetimry of‘t-hs "Curtru a:d Eas rn Buropean Planning Board (czechoulmm,‘

A tremer it

-

<Gire___ . CUZLES DESTRUYRD !

arbo f., 0.‘ i )
uina Tamm_ . a‘“ OCT 26 e Aa ‘1,/:_6 e
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UNDATED

LY

SAC, New York -2

Greeoo, Poland, Yugoslavia). On this letterhead EKosanovich is described as
Chrirman of the Board and Minister of Stste for Yugoslavia. It is stated
that this Board is interveted in "planning for postwar Burope®. (100-59042)

Instill another file St is disalosed that Sava Kosanovich, a
Berblan, was a meaber af cone of the Yugoslavian minority parties and when an
eergercy governasnt to overthrow an alliance with the Axis was farmed, alj

he was includad &8s an officizl. He 48 alleged to be & Comaunist and is ‘said
to receive $1,250 a month salary from t! exi{led Yugoelavian Govermment. Be
and other exiled governmeunt officials are stutad tc ase these large calariss
o finance every Serbian papar in the United Btates except *Srbobran® puhnlhod ‘
at Pituburgh. (97-1340-18)

nnmammummumnuumnwunb-
from the infcrmation available,

The foregoing information 1is being furnished for possihle future
reference in connection with this csse and {t is desired that the Bureau be
kept prosptly and currently informed of all developments in this case.

Yery truly yours,

John Bdgar Hoover
Director

10+ THE TESLA FBI FILES THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
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3/19/1943

i

Fedreral Burean of I‘nurqtigatinn

United States Bepartment of Justice
New York, New York

‘j’/g‘gﬁgggo Marck 19, 1943

Director, FBI

Re: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; S'AVAQOSANOVICB;
EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OF NIKOLA'YTSLA
: (Deceased);
ESFIONAGE, MISCELLANFQUS
Dear Sir:

Beference is made to the Buresu letter ir the above-captioned
natter dated January 23, 1943, in which it is steted that it {g desired that
the Bureau be kept promptly and currently informed of all developments in thig
‘case, .

In view of & telephone call from Kr, Little of the Bureau

peclal fgent in Charge of the New York
Office, dated Junuary 14, 1943 in which Mr. Little stated that the above-
andled as an Alfien Enemy Custodig) Detention
action should be taken in the matter by the
New York Field Division, this

case 18 beirg considered closed in this Office,
unless advised to the contrary by the Burean at some future tie,

ﬁ\
Very truly yours, ; gy‘:
EE Crun Z ut;g Z
E. E. CONROY _—
IA{!}"-?.MN 551;4‘0.&533;!?; e
RATEE » R9F60

(TATNED Special
IN‘-‘P‘-B_*.ATI?“ cox TAs pec Agent 1n Charge
1. INFC ED

Ao
COPIES DESTROYED 7
148 0CT 26 1960 . o5 z 5{:}/ 77_53— 5
VICTORY F r "- .

O R

T
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3/29/1943 FBI-SAVA M. KOSANOVICH

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

:“:(‘::lcrj:::lomclmm/w NEW YORK CITY, N.Y. FiLe no.  100-8189
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE ;:.Nulob FOR REPORT MADE BY
| ADE
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND | 3-29-43 3613 CHARLES J, FOSTER - - :MHR |
v N ’ CHARACTER OF CASE _ 1
SAVA M. KOSANOVICH, with alias INTERNAL SECURITY G.
» Sava K. ‘Cosonovitch GUSTDIAL DETENTION
\ .

<

SYNOPSISOF.' FA‘CTs: ; \ .
: *+ Subject SAVA Y

OVICH, Secretary of..

it i ! State to Yy  Government in exile’s
’ Resides "Navdy P --NIC. Reported to - -
—_ have turned oWt ents and effects -to
=

e Alien Property Ba#€odian, NYC, for NICK
T TESLA. ABE-SPANEL advised subject for
United Nations and do:ires to become Ue.Se.

itizen,
cLhuen LL INESRMATION Eb‘{“ 1@
«-RUC =~ HBREiN xs uuvus i [
BATR.: /866
REFERENCE: - Letter from New York Field Division dated 2- fb.
DETAILS: AT DOVER, DELAVARE

It is té\be noted that subject's correct name is SAVA M. KOSANOVICH anc wot
COSONOVITCH as carried in reference letter.

Mr. ABE SPANEL, President of the International Latex Corporation, advised that
the subject is presently the Secretary of State to ths Yugoslavian Government
in exile and that he resides at the Navaro Hotel, New York City. He stated that
he had been a very good friend of NICK TESLA who has died recently and that

he believes that the subject is a third or fourth cousin of TESLA and that -

when TESLA died, the subject was his only close relative in this country and
TESLA's effects came into his possession.

SPANEL related that the subject had recently turned over to the government
the majority of the patents of .NICK TESLA. SPANEL described TESLA as being
one of the greatest inventors that has ever lived. He stated he h&d more than

APPROVED AND SPECIAL AGENT i
FORWARNED: e CHARSE , DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES SF

COPIES f@s;n@ TW 5 i3 - /77 A 2 'm:cmmr i

148 oCcT %Mls REPORT -t

. = Bureau it S _
L - NYC (2 G-2) ™ 22")943 17 R
2 - Baltimore SEA LT

B2 APROQIG. T B _

. & eavaanwiat remTove serice 7 —2une



100-8189

900 inventions and patentso SPANEL stated that at ons time TESLA had
an invention in which he was able to direct electrical current without
the means of a conductore. He felt that this type of an invention would
be of invaluable assistance to any comntry at war and for this'reason
felt that TESLA's inventions and patents should be put into the hands
of proper Govermusnt officials, where they might be put to the best
advantage for the United States. He does not believe the swject is
engaged in any un-American activities and stated thati.he was more than
willing to turn these patents and inventions over to the proper Govern-
ment agency. He asserted that before TESLA died, he had spoken to the
subject regarding his beooming a United States citizen and SPANEL
believes that he is mow taking the proper steps to achieve that end. l
/

SPANEL also stated that the-subject had handed all of the o.ffocts of
the deceased TESLA to the Alien Property Custodian in New York City.

SPANEL advised that the day before TESLA died he had tried to get in 4
touch with War Department officials in Washington in order that he might
mike available to them patents and inventions that he had developede -
However, be was not able to get in touch with the proper authorities
and he died the following day.

SPANEL advised that the Yugoslavian Government had been sending TESLA
approximately $600,00 per month for sometime prior to his death and
this was described as being a sort of pension.

SPANEL stated further that he has previously turned over information
regarding the subject to Special Agent FRED B. CORNELL of the New York
Field Division. He also ad~ised that WALDEMER KEKPFERT, Science Editor,
New York Times and BILL LAURENZ, Science Feature Writer, New York Times
and the Science Editor of the Herald Tribune would be able to elaborate
on some of the accomplishments of NICK TESLA and that the June 1900
issus of the Century Magazine also containad an article relating to

the inventions of TESI&. ‘

SPANEL also stated that be believed BLOYCE FITZGERALD, Pierpont Hotel,
Brooklyn, New York, Secretary to TESLA, has been ocontacted by Special
Ageut CORNELL and that if the ce wishes to




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER . - . CC-287 Mr. Tolson

SDIAECTOR ; Mr, E. A, Tamm__

3
. .. Mr. Cl
\ 3._Jeral Burcan of Inuestination s
Mr. Glavin

**  ted States Departiment of Justice Mr. Ladd
Mr. Nichols

Washingtan, D. . Mr. Rosen
Mr, Tracy
July 17, 1943 Mr. Cerson____

] Mr. Coffey
Mr. Hendon
Hr\. Kramer

Mr. McGuire

'\,"/‘c

MEMORANDUN FOR w “
- Mr, Harbo

RE: SAVA KOCMOVIL‘H Mr. Quinn Tamm__
L\n Frahl S:CU:ITY (G) Tele. Room
v CUSTODIAL DETEHTIOH Mr. Nease

K -C urer, author and traveler.
t> be interviewed concerning certein inioraz
Yu--slavien ectivities and, in oarticulsr, daty which she neg

o

b‘(C by ti¢ neme of Rosanovich, wiom sue we:leVves Lu'v€ 2 €nen aeent.v
strted she was or e.Jc.X'l.L statenents ol fact w:icu sne intends to turn over vo.

senovicn. &ne ecvised sre was riou

ST S te Pegert 4o- Zosznovien. S
20 a1 car, be reucres =t ner aadress, v.

'—J. rele {0ty tave nosznovich

G wnoed tris inaivicael Lealionea Lo wo telet pes wiica tne M\- forz
office forwnrded to the kureew under cutes of Jenunry 9 and 17, 1943, in the
czse eatitled Ui )...‘ SGEJFCTE, FolPuibaT, *XoFrIEaTS Anl mbobsnla O wIuobf 1ESLa.
PRCERsID, EoPIlsisl + (Bureau f:.le 1 :7). briefiy, toe iniorastioa cintzined i
thece telety.es is that shortiy after Wicole Tesla, one of vhe worlc's outstanding
sciestists in the electricai field, Gied in sis hovei room &t iiew Yors City on
January 8, 1%43, Sava ko<avxov1cn, 2 distant reiative, ana otner inaivicduals ‘<
entsred nis roos: and ovened & safe, exanining certzin mcteriels wiiich e ..ossresed.
On Jeauery 2, ur. L, ¥. C. Smiti of tne Denartient auvised o Tams tnzl ne wes
concernecd about the sossibiiity of enemy nts cocnfiscuting sone of the truaass

of Teslzn and that zpsarentl, the Alicn Procperty Custocian was tesin: soze actisn in
tnis metter. Inesuct es toe matter wes teing hanuleG b: tne Adden Progerty
Lustodian' B ot cona n airies s 2 d
‘ustodian's ofiice, the Bureai did n 1 uct &)RECUPD 1'1;9 tai s:.}?:;//' ‘é
2 PEBcies it
Q. JUL 261943 -

ile ©v. one-

-—

I?.. is 8150 notec thet on Juiy L' e gLu€E bnarue Q{
g - -c..t'l lr«ll tu...
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e
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b1C

Yr. Laad -

b newson.er srticle wailea Lr. Sharse alsd exnhitltec e ieg -'.at_

vw.s arraigned -in local court in .€w Yori City on Ll t.cr e VinT Leen
c:i5rged witi, seiding & threateninz letter tnrough rasarovich. In
coinection with this trial, Agent Perser steted t..et t...e Ce3€ 7S Deud LOSUS L IV

six montus. the letter v‘nic:.-m wte rosaincvich, ne weries reicrénce
to and instructs taet i.osznovich tisconbinue ile mtteCrs On DAL

At tre tine sir. Sherpe calied at the m.rc ne :ointed ol toe strong enl
ssension widch. exists Letueen tie verio nex‘i :a.List erouge ia tals oo

ce:se of t.eir cunr;ictmb o inions st to t:.e type of 'u-t\ er e-cvt'r.-..ert v

shealé be o in-tie e eilet countries in Rur o,,e i€ mertiondd tiel Losanovich

H nwve oasosite pclitlicer theorle Z.c aiso ment’ el tnet aur

1€ on€ of tn ~*~eetcst c...um-'-»ox- to cizec: Letnecer tne Serps: 1..

antry and .es teen ective iu SULiicizing ner Viehs concer.liii ...A'C..ex serbin.

vecestoy toc prewn Lartruected Lo tiristurs ofileoe to rtervi
“oacernins certein: stetenents wilch sie hes veen mawins eaitive To L0 @ €sLw &

i
e
1o date, tiis intarviesn cas ot been consumveted.

LV Lae . €

. \’;
Inverview 3 : D te = It

Taere is aitancied for your approvel & letter directed to tie hus:ington Fleid
Office recuesting thsi tidls interview ve conducted erc zlso iasts recting toct s:e
te interrocatra concer:zins the other matter referrec to ciove, 1.6 snucl &s tie
Pittsburgr sffice haes not as yet covercc tods intervien. :

rpectinlay, |

a“)‘ ,ﬁ’ JJ i -4

t. ’. ve-cq-.
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10/17/1945 FBI-ESPIONAGE

Federal Burcan of Inuvestigatio

naited States Dcpurtmmt of Justice )
New York 7, New York P

IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO “6’6
rueno. 6512200 :&3(” e

H=R:rhm o 6’"’"’ " T

Q\\&m QISR R dZeddss
\:e 'N'ﬁ- Nrppit
Director, FRI - M 0 | -
| ' . Re: U ,V(:'T s'mrﬂ%} ﬁ' ;9'?60
" SAVANEOSANOVT oH;

Experiments and research of NIXOLA TESLA (decessed)
Dear Sir: SSFIONATS - M

.

Reference is made to the Bureau letter dated Jaruary 21, 1943, which
bore a2 caption similiar to that mentianed ebove. P

The refererced letter dealt wth the death, on Janvary 7, 1943, of
the fameus invenier, NTKIL- TTZLA, who as well as bnmg the -m'er.tor of

Alterrating Qurrent, perfecied many electricel devices. Ye is also credites
vith havings dev- IM‘.. the s9 c-c.u-d-ndﬂa‘}' ray" which would safeguard eny ;
cauniry from attack by air, 4
™ June G, 1648 ot New York City “urnished
“ion of a nornzwecifi trr was hic belief that
eyanathetic to “ussiz were maring an effcrt Ln sesure the effacte of
) ’ perefras ary madels or desipns of possihle
( heard thay A3RAYAC N.
T AT URATL TN, of T‘mvc—, Delawere wes —
ence behind th to ﬂbtai THESLA'S parers which A
n storace af. the-*TLNUATTLY TARART wim US® in New York -~/
K crotised to retuin 4a the \PW v-rk Fielé Division shortly
o aftar kis 2 - visit and {uraish urther and more srnecific in“o at)on to
. susnert his claims, mu-n'-udw {.« 7 _
- EI‘CIO‘L"'F ATTACIIED | "= - - é W /g
R fiz wis not Yo rd from agzin, hcwev=r, \.rhl Septerter 27, 19/5, a o

b1c w‘“c“ time hs “yrnish=¢ the fallowing add®tional inform=tion:

e g2id 4hat a2 boyhond chum of his from -"ichita, Karsas, BLAYL
/"T’“""“"A'“ had boon Z2ST01S protepe and one of the ‘nventars few confiderts.
Agcording tn TTTZERALD who is r‘m an Army “rivate stationed
Y\oat ¥rievt ric? _Hi':, is a brilliant 2 veav- 0ld scientist who scent

endleszs haurs wi A ior to the latters ring which time TRSLA
“ explained to him most socrﬂb experiments, stated that FITZ(=PALD
» |77 metl TZSLA in Novether 1942, btubt he had been ing with the latter
~ b sine: 1935, According to the informant, TITZ """" TN hal develoned some sort
'» v of anli-ienk g gun, the details of which e pressnted to T7SIA who made cortst
= torraciions in degign and svecificntisns ta furiher perfect the weapen.

}et- soiet’me in Decenbier 1742, whep ¥JT°C
A
3

R Do s SROTTIY Am o MAVTSAT TiaT

UNEELTT e becat. interested in T7TIN
A
3{-:.5 AA‘!‘ Fr'v,,\- -“C
INGEIING

[
P PLEEN
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+ letter, DIRECTOR, ~- 3 evea, ': t.v 17, 19
NY 65-12290 » 1945

gun. SPAINEL offered financial sid to FITZGERALD and the two were in the
e optact with each other for a considerable period of time.
msgd that FITZCERALD had 1ined up a deal for the purchase of
€ gun O e“RRMINGTON ARMS COMPANY,hut for some reason SPANEL blocked
this deal by reaching top men 1in the"REVINGTON ORIPANY. SPANEL is then
reported as having obtained a-job for FITZGERALD with th(HIGG":.‘NS SVIP
BUILNTNG OMPANY in New Orleans and negotiated a contract with FITZGERALD

for the purchase and wmanufacture of the gun in a manner which would return - -
80% of the profits derived to SPANEI, 0/

tated that in November of 1943, for some unknown reason
brt which he balieves to be attributable to SPANEL, FITZGERALD was fired by
the HICGEIXS OPPANY. In September of 1944, TITZGERALD was inducted into the
Amy ard for & considerable period of time was 2d_at _an ordinance
experimsrial station at Elgin Field, Florida. stated that at
the vrasent time FITZGERATD is engaged in a highly secret experimental -
project at dright Field in Dayton, Ohio. In spite of his rank of Private,
FITZ(SRALD actually is the Cirector of this research and is working with
many top young scientists who were inducted into Army from leading industrial
posts. )

According toq?ITZG.’P.AID is presently working on the
perfection of TFSLA'S "death ray* which in FITZCSRALD'S opinion is the only
possible defense azainst offensive use by another nation of theftomic Bomb.
In this connection, it i3 noted that the—Tew York Times’cf September 22, 1G4(
in an article entitled}é(ﬂ‘:}-‘ﬁ IN THT NEWS" by WILLTAY A(LAURE.’N@, Science
b"{C/ Tditor states that TSSTA devuleed to LAURTNCT the fact thai he hed develoned

a "death rav' or Micl-force” wh! ch TISLA clazimed would melt airplane motors
at & dis%ance of 25C miles, s5 that actually an invisitle Chinese Wall would
be built around g country against attack by an enemy air force.

Accerding to the ariicle in the"f??v-'f’s, this electrical device would
operate by the gensrztion of power from a plant, 2 number of which might be
located strategically slong our coast lines ané the beam from which would
melt any engpine within a radius of 25C niles.

_stated that during FITZGTRALR'S acquaintance with

SPANTL, FIZUGIRALD had told SPANEL of his associations with TESLA an : '
apparently described to STANZL some of TESLA'S most secret work, # T
believes that SPANTL, who he clairs is definitely pro-Russian ¢n 1ouce,

is now attemptins through legal procedure to secure custody of TESLA'S
effects which are now held by TESLA'S only heir, one SavA KOSAKOTICE, who
is presentiy in Yugoslavia occupying scme governmental rost.

ey

Tt will be recalled that in an article published on March 15, 1¢4s,
by the’?” TRT FTATURT STANDICATS TN CORPCRATIN, WPSTSROOK-ETGLER charged SvANTr,

with spreading ovro-communist and pro- Russian prooaganda thr-:uvgh his full O
page advertiserment in the news-2vers, which S=ANTI, characterized as bet rg

nublished for the THTTRLATTONAL JATSY TRPORATION, as a public service foature. S
TL is 2iso interestfug to observe tha: :n the New Vork Times of October 2,

1945, ar article ajpears which states that SPANTL is suing the KING FTATURE
SYIPTLATS THORNORATED for six miliicn lollars alleging the column by

"WBITE L~ have been 1i;ba=lous.
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Lehter- nirector, =7 Octot 17, 1945
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Pe T3 l

_stated that through FITZGERALD he too had met SPANTL
and from this personal acquaintance he formed the opinion that SFANEL was

efinitely a communist and is probabl of the financial supporters of .
the\Communist Party in this country. %swted that SPANEL was (6)
born in Russia, but.is now an American® cityZon® also charged that SPANEL :;

exerted tremendous political influence in thhingtoqt D. C., and said that
one of SFANTL'S closest political friends was HENRY ~ALLACE,

Fadvised that two agents from Army Intelligence contacted
and stated that in an investigation to determine the qualifications of
FITZCTRALD for a commission, they had developed .information indicating that
efinitely endeavoring to secure possession of TESLA'S effects.

DANTT
indicatec that Army Intelligence was pursuing an investigation
: ulese lines in an attempt to ascertain the complete story in this

regard. DS

e _Pyreau's inforration

orasent 1s e apn
av2ls 2ll over L% and resid
Just razently ne soated that he
Yashiangton to the Yest “oaegl =2s
P: advised that it is 3 ~. -hoperate with TITZGIRALD in secuTing
egel nossession of TTIL @cis in order the) 2 memorial founda‘ion ray
b2 established for “he pratestion of THSIANS experiments and for the preserm a-

tion of tha inventors zemnory.

2ars to have amnle
ip reputable hotels.

-

stated that TTT G7RALD had interested 2 groun of yeoung 7)
Arny scientists now working with him at Wrighv Feld in this foundation, and
their vliimate goal is to secure the supoort of a wealthy backer in order that‘f;
a foundation mirht be established and that a sort of "idea factory®™ aight

resuylt. He said that they intended ‘o contact HENRY FO3N, SR., to solicit

his aid in this regard.

rzlated that probably thegreatest idea of TSSLA'S was
tha% involving th2 wirzless transmission of electrical power. He claimed
that TTSLe had performed a successful experiment many years ago a% Pikes

Prak, al which time he harnassed local current from te = which he
built up ¢to a hnge notential o° electrical energ; aid that
according o5 TTTZOTRAIN, 5T this idea could be furth-re , all electrical

energxr Lo overate the world's machinery might be goiten absolutely free rather
than by the costly method with which elactrical power is presently generated.
Ee szid that his idea was to conduct furthar experiments along this line

n Mina whare the nec' “or electrical power is viry great.

Tnsuiry wes made at the MANHATTAN STORAGE TARRNOUSE 4n New Yook City,
ard it was determined that the effects of NTKOLA TRSLA& are contzined irn eome

OB ot
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<
3
)
D



“1etter, Tirector, v T

" £5-12200 Tst er 17, 1945

Sovpe .
. S ‘
75 packing cases and trunks and are presently under seal by the New York
State Department of Taxation. It was learned that the rental for this
storagz, which approximates 215 per month, is being paid by one CHARLOTTE
~(UZAR, 134 %ast 63rd Street, New York, New York, who is 1isted as the agent
for 31"’- ¥ISAKOVTCH,

Tnauviry was also made at the office of the Alien Property Custodian
in Yew York Cit;-, concerning an investigation conducted by this office 2t
the time of TTIIA'S death, and at which time the latters property was placed
under scal by the n*ted States Covermment. ¥r. WALTER CGORSUZH, Chief
Investigator fer ‘the Alfen Property Custodian, provided a cover letter and
2 sunmary of materigls omed by TESLA at the time of his death which was
examired by JOHN GalRIPP, of the office of”SCIENTIFIC RSSRARSH £ DIV7IOP-
"""". ¥r. GOISUTY also stated that hic file in this matter reflected that

L.

on the night T=SLA ¢izd his safe was forced open by a representative of the

~SH "'? & WALKSR SAFZ NO(PANY. It was Mr. GORSUCH!'S belief that a Mr ~STEZZEY

20 - THE TESLA FBI FILES

" who is believed to be one of the editcrs of the”PO™TAR S TINCS WACAZINT 'was
present in TSSLA'S romxn shortly after the safe was opened. These individuals

were :'::'1.15"!:01:*:, TDWARDNWALMER, and JOIH J.\QRBITT. .
'i‘.*.er- are enclosed herewith txo typesritton copies of the report by
Vr., TRUTT of the ALTTY ""1"""‘21‘" CUSTANTAY reflecting the .1nding= of *r.

TRITTD, following his exaninztion of TTSLA'E effecis. There is also enclosed

herawith: a photestatic copyr of 3 1liet, o*‘ rarsons asscciated with NTEGLA
72554, This latler iten was furni sh@ b7 b—l c/

Tha above information is u"n‘shed for the Bureau's in'ornation,
an? ro irnvestizaiior is 9eing crn scted by thie 2fice,
V"v t*’ul" yours,
&./\__"’ otd e
. c:—-”— &‘L""’ =

7. T, OOWRGT, SAC L~

3 “nclosures \

THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION



1/30/1943

. late Dr. Nikola Tesla with

COPIES DESTROYED
348 0CT 26 1560

' hends,

* of the notes and material in

. For reasons indicated below, no
¢ 4n trunks which had remained uwntouched 4n the basement of
New Yorker Hotel for ten years prior to Dr, Tesla's death,

o s mc of various written
- typically end fairly completely the ideas

cerned during his later years. These
" and briefly abstracted in the attachme

13859

’

¥r. Walter Gorsuch,

Alien Property Custodisn »
120 Broadway, '
New York, New York,

Dear Sir;

: - At your request and that of Mr.
-Washington office of the Alien Property
amined the private papers »

possible usefulness to this
possible

¥

;Q.

)

\

b

P lluf},s, Inst, .of'l‘e‘ch.,
nbﬂge, Mass,

;¢ Jamuary 30, 1943,
> L

C

-

'lddrieh\iriur aty
L4 "!'b . . -

o
.
Y

Joseph T, King of the .
Custodian, I have ex~ .
writings, and other property of the
the view to determining both their
country in its war effort and the
hagard attendant on their falling into unfriendly
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It should be no discredit to this distinguished engineer and
ascientist whose solid.contributions to the electrical art were

made at the beginning of the present century to report that his

primarily of a speculative, philosophical, snd somewhat pPromo-
Uonal character—often concerned with the produc\tion and wire-

less transmission of power—but did not include new sound, work-
able principles or methods for realising such results,

Very truly yours,
JOHN G, TRUMP

Technical Aide,
Division 14, NIRC.

Encloéure.

JaT/G

000006

THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
22 - THE TESLA FBI FILES



Thank you for reading this book
preview. We sincerely hope you
have enjoyed it. More at:

https://www.discoverypublisher.com

)/




Discovery
Publisher

Discovery Publisher is a multimedia publisher
whose mission is to inspire and support personal
transformation, spiritual growth and awakening.
We strive with every title to preserve the essential
wisdom of the author, spiritual teacher, thinker,

healer, and visionary artist.



THE TESLA
FBI FILES

One of the more controversial topics involving Nikola Tesla is what became
of many of his technical and scientific papers after he died in 1943. Just before
his death at the height of World War I, he claimed that he had perfected
his so-called “death beam.” So it was natural that the FBI and other U.S:
Government agencies would be interested in any scientific ideas involving
weaponry. Some were concerned that Tesla’s papers might fall into the hands
of the Axis powers or the Soviets.

For many years scientists and researchers have sought for Tesla’s missing
papers with no apparent success. It is conceivable that if Nikola Tesla knew a
means for accurately projecting lethal beams of energy through the atmosphere,
he may have taken it to the grave with him.

The FBI claims that despite longstanding reports and rumors, it was not
involved in searching Tesla’s effects, and it never had possession of his papers
or any microfilm that may have been made of those papers. Since 1943,
the FBI has told a consistent story to all who have asked. Reports to the
contrary appear to be based on an initial confusion of FBI agents with other
government officials—especially Alien Property Office personnel. These
rumors have long been repeated in biographies and articles on Tesla without
double-checking the facts as reported in their files.

The Tesla FBI Files contains all files released to this day by the FBI concerning
Nikola Tesla.
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